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StartVOTERS SPEAK UP

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF CATAWBA COUNTY

Civility, book challenges, ‘woke 

stuff’ among topics raised at event

MIYA BANKS

mbanks@hickoryrecord.com 

Catawba County voter Todd Loendorf 
said he asked every candidate the same 
question on Tuesday at a meet the can-
didates event sponsored by the League of 
Women Voters of Catawba County.

“(I ask) what are they going to do to 
bring civility back to politics,” Loendorf 
said. “Because nothing is going to get 
done if the people we elect go to wherever 
they’re going with the mindset, ‘I have to 
have everything or nothing at all.’ There’s 
got to be compromise.” 

Loendorf said he wants to see elected 
offi  cials work together regardless of party.

At least 50 voters and 14 candidates 
were present Tuesday evening at the 
League of Women Voters of Catawba 
County event.

The event allowed voters to speak face-
to-face with candidates running for na-
tional, state and local offi  ces ahead of the 
March 5 primary vote.

The candidates in attendance were 
Austin Allran, Barbara Beatty and Eric 
Dunn for the Catawba County Board of 
Commissioners; Donna Spencer and An-
gela Henson for Catawba County Regis-
ter of Deeds; Ronn Abernathy, Clayton 
Mullis, David Goforth and April Under-
wood for Catawba County Schools Board 
of Education; Mark Hollo and Nancy 

Meek for N.C. Senate and Charles Eller, 
Pat Harrigan and Brooke McGowan for 
U.S. House of Representatives.

Voter concerns 
Hal and Alana Matheson said, “We 

want to make sure we have people in our 
schools and our county commissioners 
who will stand up for the right thing. (For) 
godly things.”

Hal, 69, is concerned about what is be-
ing taught in schools from the elementary 
level through college.

“We’re seeing college kids out here 
marching for Hamas, marching for Pales-
tine,” Hal said. “What’s with that? Some-
body’s brainwashing somebody.” 

Alana, 70, added that she is concerned 
about the prevalence of transgender is-
sues in schools.

“All this woke stuff , that’s not who 
America is,” Hal said. “We’re a Christian 
nation, no matter how many presidents 
get up there and say we’re not.”

MIYA BANKS PHOTOS, RECORD 

Miles Siebenhar, a 16-year-old Bandys High School student, poses for a photo holding a sign that says, “I will vote because democracy is 
important.”

Voter Kimberly Turk, right, speaks with state Senate candidate Mark Hollo.

  
To see a clip of Kristen 
Siebenhar sharing her 
concerns, point your 
smartphone camera at the QR 

code, then tap the link.   

MIYA BANKS

mbanks@hickoryrecord.com 

The Hickory City Schools Board of 
Education approved several summer 
learning opportunities at its work ses-
sion on Monday, including an opportu-
nity for students transitioning to new 
grade levels to experience a school day 
at their new grade level.

The opportunity, called Jump Start, 
was introduced by Assistant Super-
intendent of Teaching and Learning 
Shelly Black. It consists of two optional 
work days where rising kindergarten, 
sixth-grade and ninth-grade students 
can visit their new school and partici-
pate in a shortened school day.

“Especially our (rising kindergar-
teners) learn … what it’s like to walk 
down the hallway, what it’s like to 
walk through a lunch line and carry a 
tray all at the same time,” Black said. 
“It’s just an opportunity to allow these 
students who are moving into that new 
level, that new school, an opportunity 
to acclimate to the school, the folks in 
the school and how the general day of 
the school works without others being 
in the school with them.”

Black said it is a good time for rising 
middle and high school students to 
learn what it is like to change classes 
and what a semester may look like.

Breakfast and lunch would be pro-
vided for students.

Remediation and 

summer school 

From June 3-6, eligible students can 
participate in remediation and take 
End-of-Grade (EOG) tests after the 
end of the school year. This option is 
for students from third grade to 12th 
grade who failed the fi rst adminis-
tration of End-of-Grade or End-of-
Course (EOC) tests.

Students must commit to attending 
this remediation opportunity, called 
Second Administration, by May 31.

Remediation time is scheduled by the 
school and should not interfere with 
class and school events, according to 
the presentation given by Black.

Breakfast and lunch is provided for 
all students participating in Second 
Administration. 

Summer school options include a 
reading camp for second-grade and 
third-grade students who are not pro-
fi cient in reading. It will consist of full 
days from Monday to Thursday, from 
June 10-27.

“It will be a fun day for our students 
so they will see reading as not a labori-
ous task, but truly as a fun opportunity 
of how to learn with games and inter-
action with each other in a small group 
setting with a teacher,” Black said.

Black said the reading camp is off ered 
every year but this year the goal is to 
make it fun.

Breakfast and lunch is provided for 
all students participating in the reading 
camp.

HICKORY CITY SCHOOLS

Pre-K students could 

get early glimpse of 

kindergarten; summer 

school plans made

  
To see a clip of Shelly Black 
describing the Southwest 
Primary Reading Camp 
proposal, point your 

smartphone camera at the QR code, 
then tap the link.   

Please see VOTERS, Page A7

Please see PRE-K, Page A7
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Hal said the U.S. is the great-
est nation in the world because 
it is a godly nation but that it is 
slipping. Alana said the nation is 
straying from God’s teachings.

“When they turn from (God) 
and stray to gay marriage and 
abortions, things that just don’t 
line up with God’s word, we’re 
messing up,” Hal said.

Kristen Siebenhar, 49, attended 
with her son Miles Siebenhar, 16. 
Both were concerned about pre-
serving women’s health care and 
marriage equality.

Kristen said she wants to see 
more transparency. She said she 
wants politicians who are honest 
and explain why they vote they 
way they do.

Kristen and Miles also said they 
are concerned about the ongoing 
book challenges. Miles is a stu-
dent of Bandys High School in the 

Catawba County Schools district, 
he said. Kristen said she wants to 
make the decision about what 
material her child can access.

Glenn Fulbright, a former 
member of the Catawba County 

Schools Board of Education, 
called the book challenges, “a 
total waste of funds.”

Fulbright, 71, said he is also 
concerned about the school 
board’s inability to agree to dis-

agree. His other top concern in 
this election is the county com-
mission, he said, because of how 
much growth has been allowed 
in the eastern part of Catawba 
County.

Voters
From A1

The registration window is 
March 11-28. Registration for 
transportation must be completed 
by April 18.

High school students will have 
the opportunity to recover lost 
credits from June 10-27.

High school students must 
achieve a specific number of 
credits to graduate. Credits are 
achieved by passing courses. The 
goal of this summer school oppor-
tunity is to help students recover 
credits lost from failed high school 
courses, Black said. Breakfast and 
lunch is provided for all students 
participating in credit recovery.

LR partnership: Southwest 

Primary Reading Camp 

Black is working with Le-
noir-Rhyne University professor 
Monica Campbell to create an in-
tensive summer reading camp for 

Southwest Primary School. The 
camp would be funded entirely by 
grants.

The purpose is to prevent skill 
loss over the summer, according 
to Black’s statement of need. There 
are no dates yet for the summer 
camp that would provide a struc-
tured environment for students to 
work on their reading skill so they 
return to school in August with 
maintained or improved profi-
ciency in reading.

Black and Campbell are still 
building the program. It is planned 
to be a six-week program that in-
cludes 15 rising first-grade stu-
dents and 15 rising second-grade 
students. Students are chosen by 
looking at in-class data collected 
through the year, Black said.

The camp would include two 
meals per day and one snack. It 
would be four days per week and 
last seven to eight hours each day.

Black’s written proposal states 
that she and Campbell have ap-
plied for the Unifour Foundation 
Grant.

MIYA BANKS PHOTOS, RECORD 

Voter Rick Settlemyre, left, speaks with Catawba County Schools Board of Education candidates April 
Underwood and Clayton Mullis.

Voter Todd Loendorf, right, speaks with U.S. House of Representatives 
candidate Brooke McGowan.

MIYA BANKS, RECORD 

Hickory City Schools Assistant Superintendent of Teaching and Learning Shelly Black goes over summer 
school options with the Board of Education on Monday evening, as well as a proposal for a Southwest Primary 
Reading Camp.
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NO INTEREST,NOMONEYDOWN, ANDNO PAYMENTS FOR12MONTHS**

NOW IS THEBEST TIME TO BUY

NEWWINDOWS!

WINDOWS

BUY2

GET 2
FREE*

SUNROOMS&

SIDING

30%
OFF*

COMFORT365COMFORT365WINDOWSWINDOWS®®COMFORT365WINDOWS®

CHAMPIONSUNROOMCHAMPIONSUNROOMCHAMPIONSUNROOM CHAMPIONSIDINGCHAMPIONSIDINGCHAMPIONSIDING

*Buy 2 Comfort 365 Windows® at regular price and get 2 additional windows of equal or lesser value free with participation in the Yes! Program. Offer applies
to all window styles in white except nonrectangular shaped window styles, standard installation included. Window discount without participation in Yes!
Program equals 40% off. Minimum purchase of 4 windows required. 20% national sunroom and siding discount requires minimum purchase of 120 sq. ft.
complete sunroom or 1,200 sq. ft. of siding. Earn up to an additional 10% off with participation in the Yes! Program (up to $2,000), making your sunroom and
siding discount a total of up to 30% off. All discounts apply to the MSRP cost. No adjustments can be made on prior sales. YES! Program valid only at the time
of your initial demonstration and once per residence per term. Offer subject to change. †The Champion Limited Lifetime Warranty applies to Comfort 365
Windows® and qualifying Champion products as long as the original purchaser owns the home. See website or a Champion representative for details. Offer
expires 02/29/24. ©Champion Opco LLC, 2024
**FINANCING. Subject to credit approval. Rates range from 15.85% - 21.19% APR (interest rates range from 17.99% - 24.99%). Loan amount and rate will
vary based on your income and creditworthiness. 12-month promotional period ("Promo Period") during which interest is billed but will be waived if the
amount financed is paid in full before Promo Period expires. Monthly payments are not required during the Promo Period. Any unpaid balance and amounts
owed after Promo Period will be paid over 84 monthly payments. For example, assuming the full credit limit is used on loan approval date and no payments
are made during Promo Period, for every $1,000 financed at a fixed interest rate of 24.99%, 12 monthly payments of $0 followed by 84 monthly payments
of $28.29. This example is an estimate only. Actual payment amounts based on amount and timing of purchases. Call 866-936-0602 for financing costs and
terms. Financing for the GreenSky® consumer loan program is provided by Equal Opportunity Lenders. GreenSky® is a registered trademark of
GreenSky, LLC, a subsidiary of Goldman Sachs Bank USA. NMLS #1416362. Loans originated by Goldman Sachs are issued by Goldman Sachs Bank
USA, Salt Lake City Branch. NMLS #208156. www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org.

BOOK YOUR FREE ESTIMATE TODAY!

828-219-3060

OFFER EXPIRES 2/29/24

Get $100 off 12 world-class
wines — that’s less than
$7 a bottle!

Go independent. Get this deal at:

chat@nakedwines.com

Minimum $160 purchase required to use $100 voucher. First time customers and 21+ only. Void in AK, AL, AR, DE, HI,
IN, MI, MS, MO, NJ, RI, SD, TX, UT and where prohibited. By redeeming this offer, you agree to make a $40 monthly con-
tribution to your Naked Wines account (charged until you cancel) that you can use to buy wine. Unused contributions
are fully refundable. Additional restrictions apply and vary by state, see complete details at nakedwines.com/terms.

Get 12 wines
from the
world’s best
independent
winemakers
— yours for
only $79.99

D R I N K B E T T E R

W I N E FO R L E S S

CODE:

PASSWORD: ASP32XYN

Stephen Millier
Naked Winemaker
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NAKEDWINES.COM/WINELEE23

888-229-4519

WINELEE23

FROM THE FRONT


